St. James theater

Cirillo, photographer Bob Retnauer,
architect Michael Morbillo, contractor
Phil DeBlasio, Town of Smithtown
Director of Parks, Buildings, and
Grounds Joseph Arico, and Neil
Rosen, a Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED)
architect who is making the project
energy efficient. Ms. Weinstein said
Mr. Morbillo, Mr. Rosen, and Mr.
DeBlasio are all providing their
services pro bono on the building, and
Mr. Retnauer has provided pro bono
work to Celebrate St. James.

Ms. Weinstein said that she is
currently collaborating with Mr.
Morbillo’s daughter, Gabrielle

Morbillo, a student at FIT, to create
a digital tour of what the renovated
interior of the theater will look like.
She said the digital design will be
shown at the October 15 gala.

As she walked through the sawdust
Monday, Ms. Weinstein marveled at
what had been uncovered. The tin
ceiling she was familiar with it once
adorned her conference room, and in
the 1980s she painted it turquoise and
mauve, two popular colors of the era.
The rest through, was a revelation.

“Now I see the shape the original
stage was. I never saw that,” she said.
“When I see something from the past
that is history that we just discovered,
to me, that is the most exciting thing
about this. And to be able to put
people and kids on that stage again is
wonderful.”
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At the theater on Monday, Ms.
Weinstein walked into a small front
office to show off movie posters on
display. She recalled that when she
and her husband first moved in, they
began work on the projectors booth
and a movie poster for Woman of
the Year starring Katherine Hepburn
and Spencer Tracey fell from the
ceiling, a leftover from the time after
the Calderone Theatre hosted live
theater and the St. James Theatre was
showing major motion pictures there.

When Celebrate St. James received
the Gardiner grant, Ms. Weinstein
said she began to believe there was
a light at the end of the tunnel.
“Then, last Tuesday, when I stood in
that area with Bill De Blasio and all
these other workers there doing all
this work, and I looked up and there
was history right in front of my face,
everything I dreamed about for this
theater was there. It was reality,” she
said. “I actually began to cry. It moved
me so to see that we were going to be
able to bring this theater back to life
to become a community center for
everybody.”

She teared up. “Every time I think
about it, I get chills,” she said.

Without the financial support of the
Gardiner Foundation, Ms. Weinstein
said, the vision of Celebrate St. James
would not be realized. She said the
Foundation, and its Executive Director
Katheryn Curran, believed in her and
shared the vision for the theater.
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END OF SUMMER BBQ
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Demolition work at the Calderone Theatre in St. James has uncovered the historic
stage (above) that was once used for Vaudeville shows in the Roaring 20s.
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