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original stage, and replacement of 
the original roof that will allow the 
eventual installation of solar panels 
in a subsequent phase of the project. 
Phase one is a $422,600 job, with the 
Gardiner Foundation grant matched 
by $211,300 in funds from Celebrate 
St. James. Ms. Weinstein said the 
theater will be an adaptive space, the 
seats able to be removed to open the 
room for special community events: 
rental events, anniversary parties, 
theater in the round, community 
shows for children. “It is an adaptable 
room,” she said.

According to Ms. Weinstein, phase 
one work is expected to be completed 
by next month. She said Celebrate St. 
James is continuing to raise money for 
the future phase of the work, which will 
include a mural of people looking at the 
stage from balconies high on the walls.

After a tour of the job site on 

Spotlight shines on     St. James theater
(Continued from page 3) Monday, Ms. Weinstein said matching 

donations were provided by two 
benefactors, who share her vision. 
Nancy Buzzetta, whose father, 
Joseph Buzzetta, was an inaugural 
honoree of the Celebrate St. James 
annual gala, donated $100,000. Fran 
Cirillo, whose daughter Lee Cirillo is 
on the Celebrate St. James board of 
directors, donated $100,000 from the 
Joseph Cirillo Family Foundation, and 
an additional $50,000 for a separate 
project to reconstruct the Second 
Street Marquee on the building, work 
that is also expected to be completed 
by next month.

The next large Celebrate St. James 
fundraiser will be its annual Building 
the Dream Gala on October 15 at 
Flowerfield. For ticket information, 
go to celebratestjames.org. Ms. 
Weinstein disclosed this week that 
being honored at the gala will be Ms. 

(Continued on next page)

The floor plan for the Calderone Theatre renovation (above) and some of the major 
motion pictures that once played there (below).

“When I see something from the past that 
is history that we just discovered, to me, 
that is the most exciting thing about this. 
And to be able to put people and kids on 
that stage again is wonderful.”

-Natalie Weinstein


