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As it continues work on a 
$422,600 first phase of the $2 
million project to renovate the 
Calderone Theatre at 176 2nd 
Street in St. James, Celebrate 
St. James is undertaking a 
separate $50,000 project to 
replace the marquee on the 
building.

During an interview at the 
theater Monday, August 4, 
Celebrate St. James President 
Natalie Weinstein shared a 
photograph given to her by 
Jill Spage, whose grandfather 
opened Spage’s Pharmacy 
on Lake Avenue. “And, what 
do you know, as you look 
down the street, there is the 
marquee up on this building,” 
Ms. Weinstein said.

The photograph has been 
digitized and blown up by 
Celebrate St. James co-
founder and art gallery curator 
Jack Ader, a professional 

photographer. The historic 
photograph is taken from 
Lake Avenue east up Second 
Street. In the background of 
the black-and-white image is 
the marquee of the “St. James 
Theatre” in the days when 
major motion pictures were 
shown there.

Celebrate St. James has 
finalized the design on a 
new marquee, and work by 
contractor Michael Wian is 
expected to begin next week 
and be completed by the 
beginning of September. LED 
lighting for the marquee has 
been selected and ordered.

“Do you know what this 
marquee means to me?” Ms. 
Weinstein asked. “The town 
will finally know that we are 
here. We are right around the 
corner, and people don’t know 
where the building is.”

-D. Ambro

Marquee marks historic theater

Calderone Theatre dream coming true

SIGN OF THE TIMES: An historic photograph (above) that 
shows the marquee of the St. James Calderone Theatre and a 
rendering of what the new marquee will look like.

$422,600 project gets underway
to restore historic St. James site

SKY’S THE LIMIT: Celebrate St. James President Natalie Weinstein (left) points out the decorative tin 
ceiling during a tour of the job site at the Calderone Theatre with Brenda Rink. -David Ambro photo

By David Ambro

When Natalie Weinstein 
walks through the job site 
at the Calderone Theatre 
in St. James, there is more 
involved than the resurrection 
of a historic building in the 
downtown business district.

For Ms. Weinstein, it is a 
labor of love that brings her to 
tears to talk about.

During a tour of the 
building Monday, August 4, 
Ms. Weinstein, shared that 
during his dying days almost 
40 years ago, her husband, 
Bernie Weinstein, said he 
dreamed that the Calderone 
Theatre someday would be 
restored. That effort began 
last week when Celebrate St. 
James started work on phase 
one of a $2 million project to 
create a community cultural 
arts center with a 110-seat 
theater in the building at 176 
2nd Street in St. James.

The Weinsteins bought the 
building in 1985 from a hot-
tub company in a state of 
disrepair and with the Town 
of Smithtown contemplating 
having it knocked down. They 
renovated it for commercial 
use. Mr. Weinstein, a 
homebuilder with a Mica 
Craft business, operated 
on the ground floor, and 
Ms. Weinstein operated her 
interior design business from 
space upstairs. As she walked 
through the gutted building 
on Monday, Ms. Weinstein 
remembered her formative 
days in the building. She 

would design furniture, and 
her husband would build it.

After her husband passed 
away, Ms. Weinstein 
continued to operate from 
the building, always with the 
hope of someday reimagining 
it as a community arts center 
featuring the historic theater, 
as her late husband had 
wished. In 2017, she founded 
Celebrate St. James along 
with Arline Goldstein and 
Jack Ader with the mission 
of promoting the arts in St. 
James and restoring the 
theater.

That work began last 
week and it uncovers why 
Mr. Weinstein wanted the 
Calderone Theatre restored 
and why the project merits 
a $211,300 grant from The 
Robert David Lion Gardiner 
Foundation. From the 
floor to ceiling, the interior 
of the building has been 
gutted, exposing the historic 
Calderone stage and on the 
domed roof of the building, a 
decorative tin ceiling.

As she reflected on the 
road to last week’s start of 
work, Ms. Weinstein said it is 
largely due to the relationship 
she was able to forge with 
Smithtown Town Supervisor 
Edward Wehrheim. She 
said working with County 
Executive Steve Bellone, Mr. 
Wehrheim was able to obtain 
a $900,000 county grant to 
buy the building from her 
and lease it back to Celebrate 
St. James for the creation of 
a community cultural arts 

center.
Ms. Weinstein said she 

formed Celebrate St. James 
in 2017 at the same time 
Mr. Wehrheim became town 
supervisor. “He termed me 
a civic activist. I didn’t even 
know what that was before I 
met him,” she said. “He helped 
me by understanding what I 
wanted to do for St. James.”

“I don’t think we would 
have this building if this 
administration wasn’t so 

supportive of our organization, 
Celebrate St. James, from its 
very inception,” Ms. Weinstein 
said.

During an Interview this 
week, Mr. Wehrheim said the 
collaboration with Celebrate 
St. James has been good for 
the town. “This is an extension 
of our future plans for the 
beautiful hamlet of St. James 
and the community that 
surrounds it,” he said. “We are 
positive that it is going to have 

a real positive impact on the 
St. James business district 
when it is completed. That’s 
why I made the agreement 
with former County Executive 
Bellone to put the purchase 
price of $900,000 up and give 
it to us so we could buy the 
building. He was kind enough 
to do that before he moved 
on.”

Mr. Wehrheim said that 
since the town purchased the 
building and leased it back 
to Celebrate St. James, Ms. 
Weinstein has been a great 
partner. He said the town 
made it clear that Celebrate 
St. James would have to raise 
the funds to operate and that 
the town was not going to 
subsidize the community arts 
center with taxpayers’ money. 
He said Ms. Weinstein has 
been able to raise the money 
to get the project underway. 
“She doesn’t just talk. She 
takes care of things, and she 
understands that the town 
has fiscal responsibilities and 
we can’t do everything for 
everyone, and she stepped up 
to the plate.”

“I think when the project is 
finished, we own the building 
and they are a great partner 
to operate it, and I think it is 
going to have a positive impact 
on the business district and 
the St. James community as 
a whole,” Mr. Wehrheim said.

Phase one of the job is 
the demolition, including 
the removal of some of 
the second-floor storage 
space, stabilization of the 
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